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Upcoming Events

5/11/22: 1:00 Early Release

5/12/22: PTO Meeting Link

5/15/22: 11:00 AM PTO Picnic

5/25/22: 1:00 Early Release

5/25/22: 5:00 PM HDMS Board Meeting

5/30/22: Memorial Day—No School

5/31/22: Crazy Hair & Hat Day

6/1/22: Favorite Team Day

6/2/22: Tie Dye Day

6/3/22: Last Day of School / Early

Release for all programs

6/3/22: 9:00 AM Kinder Graduation

6/3/22: 10:30 AM Elementary &

Adolescent End of Year Celebration

6/8/22: 5:00 PM HDMS Board Meeting

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL, MR. ERIC

As the end of the school year approaches, there are a
lot of fun and important events being planned at all
of the levels, from Advisory Oympics, to field trips,
to concerts and special events, to MAPS testing and
6th grade project presentations. This is a great time
to be at HDMS, and the teachers, assistants, and
everyone else who makes the wheels of HDMS go
round, are working doubly hard this time of the year.

As many of you know, this is Teacher Appreciation
Week. At HDMS, we appreciate all of the people
who work so hard for our community. I wanted to
take this space to say thank you for all of your hard
work and dedication. 

Sincerely,
Mr. Eric
Reach for the Stars!

Our Board of Directors would love feedback from our
parent community on Mr. Eric's performance as our
school leader. 
 

Please take a moment to complete the PARENT
SURVEY, and mark your calendar for a Zoom Parent
Focus Group meeting on Monday, May 16th at 4:00.
Parent liaison  to the HDMS Board Nancy Smith will
be facilitating the parent focus group conversation.
Your input is greatly appreciated as we strive to
celebrate our successes and improve our school
community.  ZOOM LINK

https://www.hdmsreno.com/events/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZXG9tXK3iyeTYYTDzhtmotGv6gdiz4jnfgZZ-bW2STMviQQ/viewform
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87392811671?pwd=L2gxVjNSWlNlVkZuRE9Gb0dzdnRDUT09#success


In August of 2022, we’ll be celebrating our “Twenty Trips
around the Sun” in a week of events we’re calling “Nevada
Montessori Week”. The celebration will include a Ribbon
Cutting Event, Tours, an Open House & PTO Event for
current families, an Alumni Event and a Celebratory Gala. We
hope that you will be able to attend several of these events!
Save the dates in your calendars here.

As we prepare for Nevada Montessori Week (August 9-12), we’re asking for your help to make this
week of events successful! Throughout Nevada Montessori Week, we will have a silent auction
fundraiser which will wrap up on the evening of the gala. 

Each of our classrooms is creating a themed basket so be watching for an email from your child’s
teacher on how to help! 

Do you (or a friend or family member) own a business that could donate an item or a gift
certificate for goods, services or an experience? Each donated item will be featured in our silent
auction along with a prominent mention of each donor. All donations are tax deductible and a
receipt will be created. Donations valued over $100 will also be listed on the Community Partners
page on our website. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MISS TAMMIE

Warmly,
Miss Tammie

In addition, we would love to have some "out of the box experiences" for attendees to bid on!
Some ideas include:
-A guided hike or mountain bike ride to one of your favorite spots
-An hour of coaching in your favorite sport
-A music lesson
-A picnic with their family
-A home cooked dinner with a particular theme 
-A lesson on one of your hobbies (ex. "come to my house and learn to make soap") 

Have a donation or great ieda?  Please reach out to our Communications Coordinator Miss Laurel  
at Laurel@hdmsreno.com or 624-2800 ex 6.

Thank you for your continued support of the High Desert Montessori community and thank you in
advance for helping to make our celebration a HUGE success!

If you don’t have direct access to a business donation,
perhaps you could reach out to a favorite business for
help.  Perhaps your favorite ski resort, coffee shop,
movie theater, stylist or auto mechanic would be
willing to help!

https://www.hdmsreno.com/2022-nevada-montessori-week-events/
https://www.hdmsreno.com/2022-nevada-montessori-week-events/
https://www.hdmsreno.com/2022-nevada
https://www.hdmsreno.com/community-partners/
mailto:laurel@hdmsreno.com
mailto:laurel@hdmsreno.com
mailto:Laurel@hdmsreno.com


x
NOTES FROM THE PTO
 

PTO Elections are here! There’s still
time to run, if you’re interested in
running for a position please email us
at pto@hdmspto.com Voting will take
place during our next PTO meeting
on Thursday May 12th.
 

Our Family Potluck Picnic is next
Sunday May 15, 2022 at Rancho San
Rafael Park. We have a large gazebo
space booked with bbq’s and seating.
Please bring your own reusable
silverware and a dish to share. See
flyer for suggestions!
 

There’s still plenty of room in our
calendar for more artwork! If you’d
like to submit a piece of artwork
please email it to pto@hdmspto.com

NOTES FROM THE
GREEN PARENTS
 

Feliz Cinco de Mayo and Happy Mothers Day
from the Green Parents!

We would like to encourage you to do a fun
family activity with all your loved ones to
create lasting memories, and skip the gifts
that will eventually end up in your yard sale, or
the landfill. Make sustainable choices when
you go shopping for your favorite festive
meal!  

Enjoy! greenparents@hdmsreno.com

mailto:pto@hdmspto.com
mailto:pto@hdmspto.com
mailto:greenparents@hdmsreno.com


Spring photos are online and ready to
view! Log on with this link:
https://midorijoy.gotphoto.com/login

And enter access code: HDMSspring

Then search for your child by first name,
last name, or both.

The ordering window for free delivery
and discounted package pricing has been
extended to May 8th! 10% of all sales go
directly to the PTO!

SPRING PHOTO ORDERING 
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
INFORMATION 

· HDMS will not need to utilize any
contingency days this school year. The last
day of school is 6/3/22.
 

· Friday June 3rd will be a 1:00 early release
day for ALL PROGRAMS. Morning arrival
will take place as normal.
 

· Kindergarten Graduation will take place
on the Orovada Campus field at 9:00 AM.
Upon completion of the ceremony, students
may either go home with parents, or they
will go back into their classrooms until 1:00.
 

· The End of Year Celebration for 1st-8th
Grades will take place on the Orovada
Campus Field at 10:30. Upon completion of
the celebration, students may either go
home with parents, or they will go back to
their classrooms until 1:00.
 

FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH 

The full breakfast and lunch menu can be found on our website here. 
 

https://midorijoy.gotphoto.com/login
https://www.hdmsreno.com/school-lunch-breakfast/


Parent's Day Tea
Where: Excelsior Classroom
When: Friday, May 6th 1:30 pm

This is to celebrate all that you have done
for your child and our classroom this
school year. Please bring a mug or tea cup
to help us limit the number of disposable
cups we use!

End of the year STEAM challenges.
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art,
Mathematics)

Looking for donations!

Crepe paper (any color)
Cotton Twine
Paper Clips
Tape
Glue Sticks
Straws
Small Boxes
Sunflower Seeds
Playdough
Cotton Swabs
Dry Spaghetti Noodles
Small Wooden Blocks
Wooden ToothPicks

Thank you for all that you do!

OBSERVATIONS FROM AN
ELEMENTARY VOLUNTEER

As a parent and artist helping out with
ecoliteracy lessons in some of the lower
elementary classrooms, I wanted to tell you
about some of the beautiful things I hear
the children say. 

One morning, I brought a bucket of earth
from my compost back home and the
children enjoyed digging their hands into
the soil, feeling the various bits and pieces
of decomposed organic matter and
relishing in finding worms snuggled here
and there. We discussed the importance of
worms for making healthy soil, and how
worms live. The children then brought the
food leftover from their lunches and snacks
to the compost bins set up by Ms Kelly and
the Candelaria class on the Rosewood side
of the school, and observed the various
stages of decomposing. Every single child
was fascinated. One declared to me several
times « this is so interesting! », and
another exclaimed «I really want to learn
more about nature! » It confirmed to me
what a pleasure and a gift it is to have
children thrive with nature. 

EXCELSIOR CLASSROOM 



Thank you for attending Montessori Through My Eyes. I love seeing the philosophy being
shared during these types of events. Let me know how I can better help you with
understanding the difference between traditional school and the Montessori philosophy.
Thank you to the Johnson family for bringing in their chicks and sharing about the chick life
cycle. As you can see, the children had a great time.
Thank you to Kaleigh, the assistants/staff and Sierra class for allowing our third graders to
have a positive testing environment. We appreciate all that you have sacrificed.
We are looking for a Biologist. We need them to help us plan a trip to Spooner Lake or give
us some information before we go. If you know of anyone that can help us, please let me
know.
We are looking for PTO representatives for next year, please reach out to me if you are
interested.
Thank you to anyone that donated to the Teacher’s Appreciation luncheon. Gratitude for the
gifts.
Thank you to anyone that has reached out to someone in their community and asked for a
donation for our silent auction next year during Nevada Montessori Week. The school will
be accepting donations until the end of the year. Thank you for your support!

Community Day Tea will be happening on Friday, May 6th from 1:30-3:00. Students are able to
invite 2 special guests to share in the event. Please bring your favorite tea cup/mug and join us
for an afternoon of gratitude and connecting!

SBAC is done! Our class will be doing our last round of MAPS on May 19 and 20th. 

Music is in the air and to help, Keishla and I are encouraging students to bring instruments on
Tuesdays for the next 3 weeks. We will all practice and share struggles/successes of learning
an instrument.   

Montessori At Home/School
 Check out this article for more information on how to help with 
 7 Successful Skills 
Self-confidence
Empathy
Self-control
Integrity
 Curiosity
 Perseverance
 Optimism

Volunteers, Needs, Wants, and Gratitude

RUBY CLASSROOM 

https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/BrowseItems?Subject=ELA&Grade=1&ReleaseDate=202108-and-families/samples/
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/16/these-skills-separate-successful-kids-from-those-who-struggle-says-psychologist-parenting-expert.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/16/these-skills-separate-successful-kids-from-those-who-struggle-says-psychologist-parenting-expert.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/04/16/these-skills-separate-successful-kids-from-those-who-struggle-says-psychologist-parenting-expert.html


Parent volunteer, Andrea, taught a
lesson to all candelaria children on
the life cycle of chickens! 

CANDELARIA CLASSROOM 

In January, Candelaria children and Down to Earth Composting set up a classroom Composting
system. Children added worms, food scraps and brown waste to the pile and learned the basics of
composting. We're already starting to see our food waste breakdown and transition towards soil!
As we move into summer, we will need a little shade for our compost to survive. If you have a pop
up shade canopy that you no longer use or isn't in perfect condition and you've thought of
throwing it out, we would love to take it off your hands. To keep with our green school values, I
would like to see if we can find one used before buying a brand new one. Please email
kellyr@hdmsreno.com if you have a canopy to donate or would like to help us design an eco
friendly shade option for our compost pile. 

 

mailto:kellyr@hdmsreno.com


CRYSTAL PEAK CLASSROOM

Join us for the concert of Slightly Something featuring the Crystal Peak class. The kids have been
working incredibly hard to learn their songs. Since this is our class's last event together, we hope
to see you all there. Feel free to invite family and friends as well! All are welcome!

 



SIERRA CLASSROOM 

The fourth and fifth graders have started on their fourth quarter projects, and the sixth graders are
working on the final drafts of their sixth grade projects; and will be starting on the visual
presentations for their projects, which they will present to parents on Thursday, May 26th

Sierra sixth graders are hosting bake sales this Thursday, and next Thursday. to raise funds towards
their Sixth grade trip.

 



ADOLESCENT HIKING CREATIVE EXPRESSION CLASS

ADOLESCENT HIKING CREATIVE EXPRESSION CLASS

In art class, Luna painted a
beautiful ocean horizon for the
Wheeler Peak classroom and
finished it off with a great
historical quote:
“Great minds discuss ideas,
average minds discuss things,
small minds discuss
people”~Eleanor Roosevelt



ADOLESCENT GARDENING CLASS

ADOLESCENT PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECT

Adolescents went out and completed our spring street clean-up as a whole-level-public-service-
project. Pickers, gloves, and trash bags were provided by Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful. Thank
you KTMB!

In this photo you see
Dotty and Natalie
gardening. Dotty is
working on
transplanting seedlings
she germinated and
Natalie is building
some small trellis’ for
her morning glory
flowers she is very
successfully growing. 



CHALLENGE ISLAND SUMMER CAMPS 



THE GENERATOR SUMMER CAMPS 

COVID INFORMATION
-Find COVID testing HERE
-Find Community Vaccine Events HERE

https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/find-covid-19-testing-in-nevada/
https://covid19washoe.com/community-vaccine-schedule/


MICROPLASTICS 101 


