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A Message from our Principal, Mr. Eric
Recently, one of our parents shared a link to an article in Psychology
Today titled “Montessori Children Often Turn Into Happy Adults”. If
you haven't had an opportunity to read it, I’d like to encourage you
to do so.
The key takeaways are:
• A Montessori education has been linked
to elevated psychological well-being as
an adult.
• One reason is that children in Montessori
schools are allowed to choose their
own work and participate in meaningful
activities.
• They also experience greater social stability and cohesion in their classes.
It is heartwarming to know that the benefits of a Montessori education are not only positively impacting your child in their youth, but
that the benefits will continue long into their future.
Sincerely,
Mr. Eric Perez
Eric@hdmsreno.com

A Message from our Executive Director, Miss Tammie
We’re sad to share that two longtime members of the HDMS community passed away recently.
Frank Martiniez, father of HDMS alumni
Stephanie, Frankie, Maddie and Sophia
Martinez passed away due to complications related to COVID.
Bobbie Brookshire, a former assistant in
the infant/toddler program and Ruby
assistant as well as mother to former
HDMS staff member Dawn Chamblin,
grandmother to HDMS alumni Brooklyn
Lahman, Amberley, Kristina, and Kyla
Brookshire and great grandmother to
Molly Brown (Candelaria) passed away
recently as well. A meal train has been
set up for the family https://
mealtrain.com/407gg8
Flowers have been sent to both families on behalf of the HDMS community and we will be planting memory trees in the spring Please
keep each of these families in your thoughts.

Warmly,
Miss Tammie Stockton
Tammie@hdmsreno.com

Upcoming Events
1/12/22: 1:00 PM Early Release
1/13/22: 3:45 PM PTO Meeting Link
1/17/22: No School—Martin Luther King Jr. Day
1/24/22: 6:00 PM Primary New Parent Seminar
1/26/22: 1:00 PM Early Release
1/26/22: 5:00 PM HDMS Board Meeting
1/31/22: 6:00 PM Elementary New Parent Seminar
2/1/22: 6:00 PM Adolescent New Parent Seminar
2/5/22: PTO Parent Night Out
2/9/22: 1:00 PM Early Release
2/10/22: 5:30 PM PTO Meeting Link
2/16/22: Montessori Through My Eyes; Math Focus
2/18/22: No School—Teacher Work Day
2/21/22: No School—President’s Day
2/23/22: 5:00 PM HDMS Board Meeting

Free Breakfast & Lunch Menu
The full breakfast and lunch menu can be found on our website here.

Thank You to Our Donors!
We’d like to give a heartfelt thank you to
Bob Mintz who recently donated $1000 to
our fundraising efforts towards a new van!
We are so very grateful for your generosity,
which will have long lasting effects in our
community.

COVID Updates
At the January 11, 2022 board meeting, the
Board of Trustees for Washoe County School
District made an important change based on
state guidance minimizing the 10-day exclusion
period due to COVID-19 to 5 days. Our Self
Screening Tool and procedure will change to
mirror this new policy.
Beginning January 12, 2022, individuals who have been excluded
because they had symptoms, have tested positive for COVID-19, or
have been excluded due to exposure, may return after 5 days, so
long as they are symptom-free or symptoms are improving with no
fever, diarrhea, or vomiting for 24 hours without medications.
Close contacts who are unvaccinated or under-vaccinated* will be
quarantined for a minimum of 5 days. Close contacts who are fully
vaccinated* and who are showing no symptoms will not be asked to
quarantine. The school Enrollment Coordinator will verify vaccination
status through Web IZ, and until it is validated, the individual will need
to be excluded.

Notes from the PTO
Our FUNDrive clothing donation is in full swing and
doing great! Thank you to
everyone who has donated
to our FUNDrive so far! It’s so
great to see all the used
clothing in the lobby.
There’s still plenty of time to
donate, if you have any
used clothing (all ages and
sizes welcome) please drop
them off in the lobby of either building and we will
pick it up. Final drop off is
February 4th. All proceeds
go back into our classrooms
through PTO grants.

Our next meeting is this
Thursday January 13th at
3:45 - 4:45 PM with board
meeting to follow at 4:45 5:15 PM. All are welcome to
attend. We will be planning
some awesome parent
night activities. Here is the
Zoom link to attend.
Our next parent playdate is
coming up fast early in February. We will be planning
more details at our meeting
on Thursday so keep an eye
out for information in the
next few weeks.
We loved the artwork from this year’s calendars so much, we’re doing it again next year! If your student would like to submit a piece of
art for the calendar please email us at pto@hdmspto.com. We also
still have this year’s calendars at a discount price of $10 available if
you’d like to have all important school dates for this semester. Click
here to purchase your calendar.

Notes from the Elementary Team
Virginia Classroom

Elementary

We are having such a fun time in the Virginia
Program
classroom. Thank you to the Cowan family for
replenishing our paper masks and providing us
with some more natural soaps. If your child suffers from dry winter skin (like I do) we have some
Ms. Meyers soaps available for the children to use instead of the
school soap.
We have a new Mayor in our classroom. Congratulations Bradley B!
We are working on Biographies this month and each week they have
been researching different people to write about.
Our current read-aloud is Stuart Little and our next read-aloud will
be A Single Shard.
Our MAPs testing is coming up soon. Our days are Thursday the 27th
and Friday the 28th.
I will be bringing home a puppy soon and the children have heard all
about it. They are all very excited to meet her.
I am super impressed with how much reading has grown in the classroom. Please continue to read and have audiobooks at home. Libby,
through the Washoe county library is a free service where I get my
audiobooks for my own children.
Have a great 3 day weekend!
Miss Tammie came
in to share about
the National Parks
System. The children who have
been working on
the waterways of
the United States
have been also
mapping
where
the National Parks
are. Thank you
Miss Tammie

The 3rd graders used
onions
to
make
models of the Earth's
core. Sorry if some
came home with
blue hands but it
sure was fun!

Ruby Classroom
If you have noticed your children coming home
a bit more tired or grumpy the last two weeks, it
might be that we have increased the expectations. We have been practicing making work
plans, reflecting on completed work, recording
and following up on presented lessons. Having
conversations about what work or risks that they
are going to attempt each day can help children prepare for the day.
Reading, Math, and Second Language Learner testing happens in
February. Let me know if you want practice for home.
Themes for read aloud and music (past, present and future).
•

Cultural Traditions, Observances & Celebrations

•

Culture, Bias & Belief Systems

•

Inclusion and Exclusion

Volunteers
•

Thank you to Rachel for helping us with our Community Service
Projects.

•

Thank you to the Miller family for donating silverware.

•

Thank you to Graeme and his family for finding our library book.

•

Thank you for signing and returning report card envelopes.

•

Thank you for reading the Wednesday newsletter and checking
out Transparent Classroom

Stillwater Classroom
Stillwater students at work creating an obstacle course for PE, doing
fraction work before baking, and working with other students on lessons.

Toiyabe Classroom
Happy New Year Everyone!
I can't believe it's 2022! I hope you all had a great break with lots of
quality family time. It's been great to be back at school with your
children this past week. I have just a few reminders for you.
TRANSPARENT CLASSROOM
I record all the academic lessons your child receives and many other
activities in Transparent Classroom. I hope this is a useful resource for
you. If you want to access the information and are having any issues, please let me know.
MAP ASSESSMENTS
We will be doing MAP assessments starting January 18 (after the Martin Luther King holiday). These assessments help me see how your
child is growing academically and help me plan lessons. Good sleep
and nutrition are always important, but especially during assessments. Let me know if you have any questions.
ABSENCES
This is the time of year when viruses are normally making their way
around and with the new COVID variant, we know a lot of you will
need to keep your child home when they get sick and we 100% support that. Please be sure to email or call the school to let us know
why your child is absent for any reason. We need this information for
our attendance records. Illness, medical appointments, and some
family situations are excused absences and we need to record
them. Your child is only allowed 18 unexcused absences in a year
before they are considered truant. Again, we want your child to
stay home if they are sick, we just need to know.

Notes from the Adolescent Team
Adolescent Archery Creative Expression Class

Adolescent
Program

Our Archery students are
practicing hard, preparing for the State Archery
Tournament!
Italia G.
Evan M. & Jackson P. had
a great day at the range!
Star Peak Advisory Group
Our adolescent program includes the practice of regular seminars. The Star Peak Advisory Group had a great experience on Friday, January, 7th under the leadership of Paolo Reich (New Advisory President) where students shared a couple of Grace and Courtesy Lessons.
The first was "Keeping Your Hands and Feet to Yourself" by Shawn
H. The second presentation was "Giving your Best Effort" by Angel R.
In addition, the students chose to bring a pet turtle to reside in the
Star Peak Classroom by a democratic vote. Jewel H. led the way as
committee representative for our new classroom mascot. Nice work
students!

Yearbook

COVID Vaccination Information
Great news! These opportunities for interested families are still available. Families can find a 5+ vaccination clinic here: https://
bit.ly/3IaVp8q
*Also, for parents and caregivers who are considering the COVID-19
vaccine, please share this webinar:
Register Today for Immunize Nevada's NILE Webinar:
Topic: An Overview for Parents and Caregivers Considering the
COVID-19 Vaccine for Children (5 - 11)
Time: January 12th, 2022 from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. PST
Description: This webinar will provide parents and caregivers with an
overview of the COVID-19 Vaccine for children 5-11. Together, we’ll
discuss: the risks vs. the benefits of vaccinating your children against
COVID-19, the impact COVID-19 has had on children, and the safety
of the COVID-19 Vaccine. We’ll also go over how to prepare your
child for the COVID-19 vaccine before, during, and after; discuss
federal guidelines for vaccinating children; as well as evidencebased ways of preventing the spread of COVID-19 to protect your
child, family, and community. We’ll end with addressing Frequently
Asked Questions from parents and caregivers, and review resources
for where you can get your child vaccinated free of charge.
Featured Presenter: Sarah Jane Smith, MPH, MA

