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A Message from our Principal, Mr. Eric
Dear High Desert Family,
Welcome to this year’s “Gratitude” newsletter. With Thanksgiving coming, we always want to take some time to say
thanks for all the help and support that
our community receives throughout the
year. This really is my favorite newsletter.
It’s our chance to say thanks, because
we couldn’t do it without you.
There’s so much to be thankful for in the last year, and there are so
many people to thank. We have received endless support from our
Board, and countless people who helped us along the path to financing the amazing upgrades to our campus. The support we have
received from our amazing PTO who work tirelessly to support us, to
the parents, grandparents, friends, and family that support our teachers and staff, and our wonderful children. I can’t say enough how
much I appreciate you all.
Finally, to the teachers, assistants, support staff, and administrative
support team; thank you for giving up so much of your time, energy,
and love to our students and to this place we call High Desert Montessori. You are all wonderful and irreplaceable members of our community.
Sincerely,
Mr. Eric Perez
Eric@hdmsreno.com
Reach for the Stars!

A Message from our Executive Director, Miss Tammie
As I think back on this last year, I remain
grateful to be part of such an incredible
Montessori community. A special shout out
to Max Haynes (HDMS Board Chairperson)
and Reid Riker (HDMS Board Treasurer) and
Cheryl Miller Mintz (HDMS Bookkeeper) for
all the behind the scenes work they did to
help navigate the school through the process of bond financing and construction
contracts. The “HDMS Renovation Team”
was meeting 2-3 times a week to make sure our dream of having a
unified school campus that allows for student growth happens. In addition, I would like to thank Dan Joslyn (Project Manager), and Dennis
Banks Construction for their ongoing support and daily hard work of
the expansion project. Everyone goes above and beyond!
And finally, I would like to thank Ximena Acuna, Sophia, and Dan of
Farm Fresh Catering. Since our approval to participate in the National School Lunch Program last November, Ximena and her team provide 275 breakfasts and 300 lunches daily for the students of HDMS.
Thank you for your continued commitment to feeding our children
healthy, nutritious, and tasty meals.
Enjoy your Thanksgiving Break!
Warmly,
Ms. Tammie Stockton
Tammie@hdmsreno.com

Free Breakfast & Lunch at HDMS!!
We are grateful to the USDA for making
breakfast and lunch available to ALL school
children at no cost for the 2021-2022 school
year!
We are so grateful to Ximena
Acuna and her team at Farm
Fresh Catering for becoming
an approved National School
Lunch vendor. It is incredible
to have a vendor onsite offering healthy and delicious food
to our students.

A Thank You from our PTO
A driving mission behind the PTO is to foster our HDMS community. This
community would not exist without the parents of our students and
the amazing staff, teachers, and assistants here at HDMS.
First, to the staff, teachers, and assistants in our school, we sincerely appreciate all the hard work you do! We
watched you handle every twist and
turn over the last few years with grace,
and flexibility. You made difficult transitions for our children easier and you allowed them to grow, learn, and flourish.
We see all the hard work you do and we appreciate you. You are the
reason each of us selected HDMS as a community to belong to.
Thank you for everything!
To the parents in our community, you are amazing! You volunteer at a
moment’s notice to help us with exciting events, giving back to the
teachers, staff, and students, and to make sure our children have an
amazing experience here at HDMS. The PTO could not operate without the help and support of our parent community. Thank you for all
that you do!

Thank You to our PTO!
We would like to give a heartfelt thank you
to our incredible PTO Board and the volunteer PTO members. This team of parents really knows how to make our staff feel
spoiled and appreciated.
A special thank you to PTO
President Shauna Ganes,
Vic e -Pres id ent
S arah
Binger-Grosjean, Secretary
Brittany Avila, PTO Board
Liaison Nancy Smith and
Treasurer Pam Chavarria.

Our PTO participates in fundraising throughout the year that yields
great things for our school. They provide staff appreciation gifts, family events, funding of grants for teacher requests and more. One of
the awesome gifts the PTO provided our school this year was the 3D
Tour of our newly remodeled Silverada Campus. What a great tool to
make our campus more accessible. We’re also grateful to the PTO
and all of our parents for volunteering at schoolwide events.

Thank You to some Special Grandparents
We are incredibly grateful to the
grandparents of Beckham & Greysen
F. for their recent donation of
$25,000. They have made several
large donations over the last couple
of years, all with the intention of helping our families. We are in awe of
their generosity and are so grateful
they have chosen to help and support our community. Thank you for
your big hearts!

Thank You to Our Board of Directors
It is astounding to step back and
realize how many hundreds of
hours our Board of Directors has
donated towards our school.
Board Chair: Max Haynes
Board Vice-Chair: Nicole Commons
Treasurer: Reid Riker
Secretary: Claudia Casteneda
Board Member: Linda Aaquist
Board Member: Ashley Allen
PTO Board Liaison: Nancy Smith
We quite literally would not be realizing the dream of a unified campus without their tireless efforts. We are grateful beyond measure to
the HDMS Board of Directors!!

Thank You Mr. Dan!
A highlight of this year was
when Mr. Dan, our Construction Project Manager, rented
an ice cream truck and
bought an ice cream for each
child at the school at the completion of the Jog-A-Thon!
Talk about seeing a lot of
smiles in one place!
We’re grateful to Mr.
Dan for always finding
creative solutions and
beautiful
ways
to
make our dreams for
the future come true!
We could not have
ended up with a better Project Manager
for our school!

Thanks for the Donations!
Thanks to everyone who has donated masks and
other PPE to the school. We’re grateful for everyone’s cooperation when it comes to keeping students in school and keeping our community safe.

Thank You to the Reno Bike Project

We are thrilled to once again have
been chosen as a Reno Bike Project
Partner Site. Each year they provide a
fun and healthy option for our Adolescent Students in their Creative Expression elective classes. Participants in the
class are gifted a shirt, water bottle and
helmet and enjoy top notch instruction
and the use of high quality bicycles.
These students develop skills and confidence in bike handling, legal road cycling, route mapping, healthy habits,
and beyond!

Archery Program Gratitude
The Archery program has so much to be grateful for! It’s been a
challenging three years, but so many people and organizations have
stepped up in big ways to help us continue growing and progressing
while we moved off campus. We’re stronger than ever, with a 2021
state championship under our belt and 25 Adolescent and 26 Upper
El students going through the program this year!
We’re grateful to The Nevada
Wildlife Record Book (NWRB)
who granted us $2600 this year
to help subsidize range. In the
last three years, we’ve received
$10,000 in grants to subsidize
range fees so that we could keep the archery program alive and affordable for all students. We are beyond grateful for that gift.
We’re grateful to High Desert Archery Range,
who discounts our range fees by 50%.
We’re grateful for Car Loans Inc
for donating a van for our
school which enables us to shuttle students back
and forth from the range, and we’re thankful to
Miss Kelly B., Miss Robin, & Miss Monica for driving
the van back and forth to Archery Practice.
We’re grateful to our volunteer coaches: HDMS employees Miss Laurel, Miss
Robin, Miss Monica & Miss
Jamie, HDMS grandparent
Larry Huddleston, and our
HDMS Alumni Archery Mentors Nathan G, Sonia G,
McKenna C, Naomi B, and
Kate W. We were able to
help develop so many new
archers this year and we
simply could not have
done it without your hours
of help!
We
are
THRILLED that
upon
the
completion of
the Three-Story
Building renovation, we will
once
again
have a permanent home
at the school!
We are forever grateful for the generosity that has helped us through this
transitionary time!

Professional Photography Services
We’re grateful for Melanie Underwood who volunteers to take our new staff website photos each year!
Our whole staff is grateful for the gift of her time and
talents!

Home Depot Grants
We’re grateful to the Northtowne Home Depot for granting us their Community Impact
Grant again this year!
HDMS parent Deana Madrigal and her fellow
Home Depot employees, volunteered their
time and skills to come and assemble raised
garden beds and repaint tables.
We are so grateful to have
you as one of our community partners!

Grandma Essie

We are thrilled to have our Foster Grandparent Grandma Essie back onsite reading with Elementary aged students every
day.

A Note of Gratitude from our School Counselor
Please allow me to take this opportunity to thank you for having your
children. It is a pleasure to come to work each day and see them
laughing and smiling. You are raising kind, loving human beings and
they have been so welcoming to me in my new role as the school
mental health professional. Every day one of your children says something nice to me. I can only hope your workplace is filled with as
many amazing people as mine is!
I’d like to offer you a quick gratitude
exercise to do with your children over
the next break if you so desire. We
have only recently learned that gratitude is linked to happiness in children
by age five. (Nguyen SP, Gordon CL. The Relation-

ship Between Gratitude and Happiness in Young Children.
Journal of Happiness Studies. November 2019. doi:10.1007/
s10902-019-00188-6).

Helping your children
learn gratitude can help them grow up
to be happier adults. You will already
have all the supplies you need for this
exercise at home! I hope you enjoy it.

Donations
We’re grateful to our community partners who make donations to
help our school.
We’re grateful to Keep Truckee
Meadows Beautiful for providing
supplies and materials for the
Orovada street clean-up
Thanks to Ormat who donated
$500 to our school earlier this
year!
We’re grateful to Pacific Mist
Music who donates 20% of the
proceeds of the private music
lessons they teach on our campus.
Thanks to Fur & Feather Works
for their donation of $2000.
We’re grateful to the Boys &
Girls Club for shuttling Adolescent students to their gym for PE
on bad weather days!

Notes of Gratitude from our Classroom Teachers
Dear Beowawe Families,
I would like to thank you all for being such a wonderful part of our
HDMS community. I appreciate all of the weekly donations to our
classroom for food works and flower arrangements. Vargo family,
thank you so much for the small plants for our environment, they
are beautiful. I am very thankful to have all of your children in my
classroom and to be a part of their life!
Miss Pam

Dear Tuscarora Families,
A quick note from the Tuscarora classroom to
express my deepest gratitude for my families
and the children I work with each day. I am
thankful to be a part of each child's growth and
development. The Tuscarora classroom community this year is one of the most beautiful and resilient groups of children I have ever had the opportunity to work with. This is because of the
wonderful and supportive parents, thank you for
all you do! I wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving!
Miss Chrissy

Lahontan Families,
I am so grateful for the Lahontan community and the entire
HDMS community. Thank you for sharing your precious children
with us. It is such a true joy to spend my day with them watching them grow and learn. Thank you for attending the parent/
teacher conferences, checking Transparent Classroom, and
staying up to date on our classroom information.
I would like to extend a special thank you to Sunny DeStefani
for being such a warm, loving, and dedicated assistant. Thank
you to Rachel Zeman, and Amanda and Jake Herringshaw for
donating air purifiers. Thank you to everyone who lent fans to
help us improve our air quality. Thank you to everyone for donating hardboiled eggs, flowers, and milk alternatives. Thank
you to Megan Yepez and Rachel Zeman for fixing and making
materials. Thank you to Ellie Selle for donating the beautiful
plant. Thank you to all of the others who have helped out and
donated items.
Thank you for being part of the Lahontan community.
Miss Kelly

Dear Ruby Families,
I am thankful for my students, families, and
friends. I have received everything I have
asked for and more this year. Thank you for
your time and donations.
Miss Jamie

Dear Excelsior Families,
I would like to convey my gratitude to each of you and your children. Thank you for the parents who have volunteered, or contributed to our classroom as well as to whole school events. I am overwhelmed by the number of Excelsior families involved at each
event!
I have a class of kind, happy children who are excited to learn and
happy to be in school.
These attitudes come directly from
you! Thank you for partnering with me in your child's education.
I wish you a warm, family filled break. Happy Thanksgiving!
Warmly, Ms. Jen

Thank you to the families of the Candelaria classroom! All of
your generous donations of snacks, material and time
are greatly appreciated. It truly takes a village. I have such
deep gratitude for your children!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thank you to Emilie, our PTO representative!
Thank you Felicity for donating more books to our first grade
readers.
Thank you Jentry for the donation of your time and getting
our little greenhouse up and running!
Thank you Marie for donations of pots and other items.
Thank you Crystal for donating a ton of fabrics!
Thank you Matthew for filling our greenhouse with soil.
Thanks to Tiffany for our new sewing machine and time
teaching sewing lessons.
Thanks to Andrea for the mindfulness materials!
Thank you to Mary for her classroom donation that allowed
us to purchase some National Geographic Big Books.
A huge shout out to Ms. Maureen, who is am amazing addition to our community.

I am so grateful for everyone in the Candelaria community
and their giving hearts.
Miss Kelly

Sierra Families,
I am grateful for having my children all in
person this year. My students are happy to
be at school. Thank you so much to all Sierra
families for everything they do- your support
is greatly appreciated! I am grateful for the
Donors Choose project that has been funded. The books and materials that we will receive will be put to good use by myself and
the students.
Thank you to the HDMS family for your ongoing support of this amazing school.
Miss Kaleigh

Dear Toiyabe Families,
I am full of gratitude for our Toiyabe community - students and families alike. Your children bring me joy every day! Their smiles, kindness, enthusiasm, humor, and energy keep me going.
I want to take a moment to thank all of you who have contributed
time and/or materials and supplies to our class this year. It takes a
lot of energy and resources to run any classroom, especially a new
one! From the beginning of the year when Janet Wright and Cathy
O'Donnell helped set up our library to all of you who have donated
masks, magazines, and helped make the Fall Festival such a success. In particular, I would like to recognize Emilie Meyer (also our
class PTO representative) who led the parent volunteers for the Fall
Festival as well as the Yosef family (Mary, Eyal, Naomi, and Tamar)
who created and hosted the obstacle course.
I also want to thank Georgia Vanderville who is teaching a group of
students the song "This Land is Your Land" in sign language. We are
having so much fun with this. If any of you have knowledge or a skill
you would like to share with our students, please let me know. We
love guest teachers.
Finally, I want to thank Dinah Bucio, Laura Vargo, Margaret Vargo,
and Sandra O'Donnell for donating to our Donors Choose classroom
project to buy books for our library, art supplies, and ukuleles. The
State of Nevada gave over $800 to this project and these families
helped put us over the top!
Most importantly, thank you for all you do to support your children in
their education and growth into amazing people!
Miss Elyse

Stillwater Families,
•

•

•

•
•

•

I am grateful my laundry gets done by someone other than myself because my hands are
free when I carry my own school bags in the
mornings. Thank you, Daniel, London, Jonah,
Lucio, and Charlie for washing the cloths we
need to clean our class.
Thank you, Stillwater Families, for the food donations so that our class could make sweet
and savory pies and breads.
Thank you, Camden, for donating water bottles to our class and helping our class to be
less wasteful.
Thank you, Dan, the Construction Man, for
fixing my classroom issues when we couldn't.
Thank you, Farm Fresh, for helping to take
care of our students. Your most popular items
are muffins (for breakfast), pizza, vegetarian
chili, and baked potatoes.
Thank you, PTO, for helping us teachers attend our Montessori conferences and all the
extra goodies that sustained us during
our preparation of the school year.

Miss Olivia

The Adolescent Team is so grateful for our kind, accepting, and
hardworking students that make our community so amazing! Without
the students, we wouldn't be able to give back to the Reno/Sparks
area through our Public Service Projects as we do. The students work
hard on cleaning up the trash around our school and the Truckee
River. They raise money to purchase and donate items to people and animals in need.
They donate their time and hard work to the
animal shelter, people in need, and just to
brighten others' days. We love watching our
HDMS students embrace new students with
open arms. It is rewarding to watch how accepting and kind adolescents can be.
The students make our jobs fun and so very
rewarding.
We’re grateful for our students who give 100%
to their academic studies and set an example to us all.
The Adolescent staff and students are grateful for all of Grandparent Larry Huddleston's time
and efforts with both archery and the Green
House Project. Larry donates much of his time
supporting our student's ideas and their
dreams of having a
functional greenhouse.
Coach Larry is supportive and kind when he
is coaching archery students. We are
grateful to have him in our community.
Thank you to our families for paying your supply fees! You make all of
our excursions and projects possible. Without the support of our Montessori families, the students wouldn't be able to participate in all of
our really cool creative expressions! We are able to make the purchases we need for supplies and our students never go without. The
support that you give the Adolescent staff and to your children is
what makes our Montessori community possible.
The Adolescent Team

