High Desert Montessori

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
August 18, 2021

A Message from our Principal, Mr. Eric
Unfortunately, smoke from wildfires in the area seems to have become something we deal with every fall. I felt that in light of the
Washoe County School District choosing to delay the start of school
this week, it was important to clarify a few things;
When the school district declares a 2-hour delayed start, or a closure
for the day due to inclement weather or some extenuating circumstance, we follow their lead and close or delay the start of our school.
This is not the case with unhealthy air due to fires. We will not cancel

or delay the start of school for air quality issues.
If the air quality, as measured by the website, AirNow.gov, rises to the level of “Very
Unhealthy” which is over 200ppm of smoke
particles and in the “Purple” category, we
will make it mandatory that all outdoor activities are cancelled, and that aftercare
programs will be closed 1 hour earlier than
normal. We will make this decision at
11:30am each morning. If we do decide to
cancel outdoor recess and close aftercare
early, the notification will be sent via text
and posted on our facebook page.

Teachers may choose to limit outdoor time for children when the air
quality number is below 200. Children may also ask to not go outside
if the air quality is a concern for them.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me, your
teacher, or any of our administrative staff. As always, your children’s
safety and health are our number one concern. Thank you again for
your ongoing support of High Desert Montessori.
Sincerely,
Mr. Eric Perez
Eric@hdmsreno.com
Reach for the Stars!

A Message from our Executive Director, Miss Tammie
High Desert Montessori is thrilled to begin free
meal service on Monday, August 23rd in partnership with Farm Fresh Catering and the Nevada Department of Agriculture. All students
are eligible for free breakfast and lunch
throughout the 21-22 school year. Students
will be asked daily if they will be eating breakfast or lunch. These classroom totals will be
communicated to Farm Fresh so they can
make the needed amount of food.
As a reminder, please send your child to school with a refillable water
bottle, cloth napkin and eating utensils. Please see the menu below.
The menu can also be found on our website.
Warmly,
Miss Tammie Stockton
Tammie@hdmsreno.com

Upcoming Events
8/19/21: 6:00 PM Adolescent Back to School Night
8/24/21: 6:00 PM Primary Back to School Night
8/25/21: 1:00 PM Early Release
8/25/21: 5:00 PM HDMS Board Meeting
8/30/21: Lower El Fall School Pictures
8/31/21: Upper El Fall School Pictures
9/1/21: Primary Fall School Pictures
9/2/21: Adolescent School Pictures
9/6/21: Labor Day—No School
9/9/21: Make Up Day Fall School Pictures
9/9/21: 3:45 PTO Meeting
9/15/21: 1:00 PM Early Release
9/22/21: 6:00 PM Montessori Through My Eyes—Literacy Focus
9/29/21: 1:00 PM Early Release
9/29/21: 5:00 PM HDMS Board Meeting
10/1/21: PTO Brews & Bites

Free Breakfast & Lunch Menu

Notes from the PTO
Welcome Kindergarteners! Kindergarten started this week and the
PTO would like to welcome all new families and welcome back all
returning families with a big congratulations on starting kindergarten!
Our HDMS Wall Calendars adorned with
beautiful artwork from our very own students are still on sale. This is the final week
to purchase them for $15 as they will increase to $20 starting next week. To purchase your calendar just fill out this form.
We have begun dropping off calendars for
those that have already purchased them. If
you purchased a calendar prior to this week and completed our
Google Form, you should already have calendars in your child's
classroom waiting to be sent home. We will drop off more calendars
this Friday for updated orders.
The PTO also has a swag store where you can purchase items with
the HDMS logo or the HDMS logo with this year's “reach for the stars”
logo. All items are ship on demand, so as soon as you order it, it’ll be
made and sent directly to you! To purchase items you can go here.
Thank you to all who attended our first PTO meeting of the year. I
think we set a new record with our attendance! The next meeting is
on September 9th from 3:45 - 4:45 PM. Here is the Zoom link for the
next meeting.
Save the date for our annual Brews and Bites event Oct 1, 2021! This
year's event will b be held at the new Generator location. More info
to come next month. We are looking for parent volunteers to help
with planning this event. The first planning meeting is still TBD, but will
be starting soon.

Notes from the Primary Team
Join us for Primary Back to School Night Tuesday
August 24 at 6:00pm!

Primary
Program

Children in the Peavine Classroom
were busy at work this week!
Ella

Cal

Josie

Noel

Notes from the Elementary Team

Elementary

Excelsior Classroom

Thank you to everyone who was able to make it
Program
to our Back To School Night. It was lovely getting to see and meet with you. Please remember that the best way to contact me is through
the school email jen@hdmsreno.com. I try very hard to respond to
emails within 24 hours.
This week the students listened to
the First Great Lesson, it is a story
about the beginning of the universe and we will be learning
more about physical science
and our solar system in the coming weeks.
Irissa, Ian and Liam work together
on the solar system puzzle.
It has been a pleasure getting to know your children and I have enjoyed guiding them through many lessons, they are all very eager to
listen and practice what they are learning!
Ruby Classroom
Class Expectations (If you need more information on these topics,
please schedule a conference).
Communication: Students need to convey information about activities in the environment. Start by asking; "What book did you read
today? What book did Jamie read? What lesson did you get? Did
you follow-up on yesterday's lesson?"
Volunteers and Donations
•

Thank you to the 21 families that came to Back to School. I look
forward to working with everyone.

•

Thank you to the Anderson and Normal Family for the snacks.

•

Thank you to Zoe Bray for being our Parent Liaison and representing Ruby at the Parent Teacher Organization meetings. (She
doesn't have to be the only one that attends).

Some Lessons
Common and Proper Nouns, Cursive, Decimals, Teen stairs
Crystal Peak Classroom
With a new school year
comes new pets! Our class
now has a snake, cockroaches, an axolotl, guinea pigs, and fish arriving
soon! Having animals in
the classroom allows the
children to study the characteristics of each animal
and their functions. Here
you see Bode observing
our newest addition to the
classroom.
Toiyabe Classroom
Welcome to the new, upper el, Toiyabe class! We have been having fun and working hard to get to know one another and create
our new class. For those of you who were not able to attend Backto-School Night, I will send materials in an email at the end of this
week. Please look over them and let me know if you have any
questions. I will also be sending home hard copies of our class walking field trip permission form and a permission request to use your
child's library card to check out books for them to use at
school. We are off to a great start!

Stillwater Classroom
Thank you to those Stillwater Families that came to Back to School
Night. I gave so much information. If anyone has any questions,
feel free to reach me by email or phone. For those that were not
able to make it and would like to know what we talked about, contact me as well. It is a pleasure working with your children.
Some students playing
a cooperative game
utilizing communication,
collaborative,
and listening skills to
get their task done as
a team.
Stillwater
students
playing outside when
the air quality is good
and are very happy to
get to play outside.

Notes from the Adolescent Team
Join us for Adolescent Back to School Night
Thursday August 19 at 6:00pm!

Adolescent
Program

The Washoe County Health Department wants to remind all parents
that the T-Dap Immunization Booster is required for all 7th graders before the start of school in the Fall. In addition to the T-Dap, the WCSD
is now requiring that all 7th-grade students receive the Meningococcal Vaccine (MCV4)
If your student has yet to receive these vaccines, please get them
done as soon as possible or they may be excluded.
If you have opted out of vaccinating your child due to religious reasons you must submit a new exemption form if you have not done so
already.
Creative Expression elective classes are underway and our Adolescent Archery class is off to a fantastic start!

Step Into Music for Primary Age Children
Step Into Music will hold music classes starting
Tuesday, September 7th. More information
can be found here. Submit completed enrollment
forms
and
payment
to steven.stepintomusic@gmail.com.

Soccer Shots for Primary Age Children
Registration for Primary aged students has
been opened for fall session at HDMS! We
have opened two class times (3:30-4:00 and
4:10-4:40pm) that parents can choose from.
The costs is $104 for 8 sessions plus a $20 registration fee (covers Fall ’21 – Summer ’22) and
includes a jersey. The payment can be split
into two installments at checkout if desired.
Link

Community Events
Hello friends of the farming community!
The much anticipated Local Food Faire is this Thursday from 3-8pm! Head down to the Truckee River as
we close down Riverside Drive with local farmer and
art booths, and celebrate food on the lawn of and
in the McKinley Arts Center. This the most festive event we've created to date and we are so excited to rally for local food with such fun
deliciousness.
Enjoy a lineup of over 100 vendors showcasing local food, local art,
and local talent!
Our live music lineup is diverse and engaging.
Our Kid's Village is probably the best party anyone under 12 has seen
since 2019.
Our Melon Eating Contest and Garlic Eating Contest (yes, garlic) will
name two heroic champions for the year to come.
And our food truck and beverage vendors are hands down phenomenal.
Could there be a more fun evening by the river??
Thanks for the myriad ways you all show up for our local community
and support our local food shed. I hope you can make it this Thursday! More info

